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Aim

To honour the life and legacy of Martin Schellenberg (1959-2021) by supporting the musical 
education of young people in selected geographic areas.

Objectives

• To identify young musicians up to and including the age of 24 years, from target 
geographic areas:

• With a talent in voice, piano and/or organ. 

• Who make classical, operatic or jazz music. 

• Who need financial support to advance their studies.

• To provide financial and non-financial support to the identified young musicians.

• To work with a spirit of inclusivity and in partnership with others.
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The Trust’s purpose (also known as ‘objects’) as written in the 
governing document: 

For the public benefit, to promote the musical 
education of people up to and including the age of 24 

years, in the West Midlands and the South West of 
England, in such ways as the charity trustees think fit, 

including by awarding to such persons grants tenable at 
any institution of education.
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The public benefit of the Trust includes:  

• Enabling individuals to access musical education which they may not otherwise be able to.

• Enabling individuals to access world-class tutoring, instruments and benefit from the well documented 

health and well-being benefits associated with studying music.

• Sustaining the general public’s knowledge, skill and capability in classical and/or jazz music and the study of 

voice, piano or organ.

• Supporting the preservation of music traditions and symbols of our national culture.

• Improving the general public’s ability to access the study of classical and/or jazz music and voice, piano 

and/or organ.

• Investing in musical education which will sustain the future workforce in this industry. 
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The Trust’s object is to promote musical education.  Currently Trustee’s make grants to cover or contribute to the costs of:

• Tuition in piano, organ or voice. This could be support for regular lessons, extra coaching or a Master Class with a 

highly qualified professional.

• Expenses associated with studying music, for example books, musical scores, sheet music, stationery, music 

manuscript books, metronome, etc.

• Instruments, including the purchase or repair/maintenance of piano, organ or keyboards.

• Group events, including but not limited to choral workshops, e.g. ‘Come and Sing’ events.

• Performance opportunities, e.g. concert platforms. 

Trustee’s will also seek to identify non-financial support which applicants may benefit from, for example: 

• Professional advice for young singers, pianists and organists, including but not limited to people who have received 

financial support from TMSMT.

• Mentoring for young musicians, e.g. advice on suitable educational routes and careers involving music, e.g. as 

professional artists, music teachers and performers.

N.B. Support may be channeled through specialist third parties (e.g. Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, RBC)
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To be at the discretion of the Trustees, but primarily covering West 

Midlands (Birmingham, Worcestershire and Herefordshire) and the 

South-West of England (Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset and Bristol).
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The Trustees will consider each application on its merits, keeping in mind the specific terms of the Trust’s objects. 

The following criteria will be used to select individuals to receive grants: 

• The public benefit of awarding the grant.

• The genre of music the applicant wishes to study.

• The applicant's age.

• The applicant's location of study or abode.

• The musical instrument the applicant wishes to study. 

• The applicant's musical education and achievements to date.

• Evidence that the grant will be used for tuition from a recognised educational establishment and qualified music / teaching / skilled 

professional.

• Evidence of the applicant's commitment to learning, training and their ambitions, goals, future plans.

• References from music and education professionals.

• Confirmation that any grant will not benefit any of the trustees considering the application.

• Financial support already available to the applicant.

• Whether the applicant displays a talent in musical performance. 



Grant 
criteria

Geographical 
coverage

What we 
fund

Front 
page

Aims and 
objectives

Purpose
Due 

Diligence
Public 

benefit

• Grants will be made through the approved application process. 

• The trustees will be satisfied that all those providing education are suitably qualified to do so by confirming that: 

• Education establishments have the necessary licenses, registrations, permissions to be publicly recognised

as an educational establishment.

• Teachers have the necessary skill, experience, qualifications and competence to be publicly recognised as a 

teacher 

• Establishments and individuals are independent of the Charity and its trustees, and have no material 

interest in the work undertaken by the Charity.

• The trustees will be satisfied that those providing advice or services have the necessary skill, experience, 

qualifications and competence to be publicly recognized as a skilled music professional.

• Trustees will use their discretion and consider how the application aligns to the overarching charitable objects 

and ratify that an award would not benefit any of the trustees considering the application
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